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June 2020 

Thomas & Thomas Partners E-News 

Reopening Westminster’s Hospitality Sector 

Westminster have just published their outline plans to help reopen the hospitality sector following the Covid-

19 crisis. The proposals include: 

Street Closures for External Seating 

There will be approximately 45 timed road closures across Covent Garden, Soho, Leicester Square, 

Chinatown, St James’s, Oxford Circus district, Marylebone and Paddington. Westminster may consider 

proposals for additional streets to be closed. 

The closure times vary. For example, in Covent Garden it would be 11am – 11pm, whereas in Soho it would 

be 5pm – 11pm Monday to Thursday, midday – 11pm Saturday and midday – 10.30pm Sunday. The closure 

areas could only be used for seated customers, not ‘vertical drinking’.  

The proposals do not currently exempt operators from making the following applications: 

a. Planning permission to use the public highway as an external seating area; 

b. A Street Trading licence to place tables and chairs on the public highway; and 

c. Premises Licence variation to authorise off sales where not already permitted, or only permitted in 

sealed containers (with the possibility of using TENs in the meantime). 

Details of a possible fast-track process are awaited, but we advise submitting the applications as soon as 

possible. 

Deliveries & Waste Collections 

Westminster will encourage operators to consolidate deliveries and servicing with neighbouring businesses 

to keep disruption and congestion to a minimum. This may involve designated delivery hubs where safe 

loading and unloading can take place. 

Toilets 

Westminster consider that existing toilet facilities inside licensed premises can be used by customers using 

the new external spaces. As a result, Westminster will not provide additional facilities, but will consider 

temporary toilets if the situation changes. 

Westminster’s plans and a full list of the 45 affected streets can be found here: Reopening Westminster’s 

Hospitality Sector. It is important to note that they are currently proposals only. You should reply to the 

Consultation by Midnight this SUNDAY. 

It is likely that Westminster will then take more time to announce the new application processes and this is 

all subject to Central Government possibly changing primary legislation for licensing to allow off sales and 

https://www.westminster.gov.uk/sites/default/files/hospitality_businesses_recovery_proposal_brochure.pdf
https://www.westminster.gov.uk/sites/default/files/hospitality_businesses_recovery_proposal_brochure.pdf
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permitted development rights under planning but with the 4th July looming we are advising clients to get 

cracking and don’t wait. 

We are offering an all-inclusive application package, so please contact one of the partners for further details: 

E: athomas@tandtp.com 

E: tomaoileoin@tandtp.com  

E: jspiegler@tandtp.com  

 

Please refer to our website Legal Notices section when reading our E News articles.  
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